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MINING LAWS OF LUXexBuRG? 


By E. Pe Youngman? 


_ PREWATORY NOTE 


This paver is one of a series of digests of foreigm mining legislation 
and court decisions that is being prepared in advance of a general report 
relative. to the right of Americen citizens to exnlore for minerals and to orm 
and operate mines in various foreign countries. This interpretation of the 
lays of the Ducav of Iuxemburg has been prenvared from the best information. 
available in Washington but is released subject to correction and.amnlifica- 
tion, if necessary, by the vnroner American foreign-service officers. 


INTRODUCTION 


This digest, based unon a translation” of certain portions of the 1930 
lar, covers the pertinent voints of what has been termed "The New Mining Law 
of Iuxemburz," the Grand Ducal Order (Arrété) of April 26, 1930, concerning 
the exnloitation of "mines, miniéres, and carrieres,"4 and abrogating the 
order of Jamary 2, 1891, concerning the same subject. . 


Tne Duchy of Luxemburg,’ which between 1725 and 1815 was French, adonted 
as its basic mining law. the French law of Avril 21, 1810, and an Imerial 
Decree of January 3, 1813. The Luxeuburg Government later supplemented and 
modified this legislation ty the laws of June 12, 1874, April 30, 1390, and 
May 10, 1898, which, with article 36 of the Constitution, are to be taken 
into consideration ina complete survey of mining legtslation.:.The order of 


1 Tne Bureau of Mines will welcome the reprinting of this paper, provided 
the following footnote acknowledgment is used: . “Reprinted-from U. S. 
Bureau of Mines Information Circular No. 6702." 

Rare metals and nonmetals division. _ 

Orrmins, Wm. R., translator. a ea oe ge os 

itines are those deposits that are known to contain,:.either in veins, 
lodes, strata, or otherwise, such minerals:as gold, silver, .... iron 
in veins or in strata, et cetera; minieres include alluvjial-iron depos- 
its, pyritic earths convertible into iron sulphate, aluminous siliceous 
deposjts, and peat, as well as metallic deposits operated in the open; 
carrieres (quarries) comprise such deposits as slate, sandstone, sand, 
granite, et cetera, operated in the open. (French law of Apr. 21, 1810.) 
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Avril 26, 1930, the new mining law, :is concerned. chief ly with regulations cover- 
ing the actual overation of mines. Altnovgh retaining in its title the three- 
fold distinction of the Prerich. lew. bettzeen mines, ‘tpinidres, and quarries, 
this recent legislation deals with the subject under two divisions: (1) Under-— 
ground mining, and (2) onen-7it-mining. Suostantial tonneges of. iron. ore are. 
mined in Luxemburg; but exce.t for slate, limestone, and a few other quarry 
Hea ae (chiefly for local constmytion), there is no other mine »vroduction in 

ne Grand Duchy. Inasmuch as “the ‘countr7.: (area, 999 square miles) is sub- 
faeces smaller tnan the smallest of the United States and is hignly indus- 
trialized, it may be assumed that its minéral resources are fairly well known 
and that the ancient laws governing nrosnecting and zeneral exploration are 
virtually obsolete. 


The Director General cf Public Works, aon eeee and Industry is cuavesd 
with. ‘the execution of. the mining law. CMe Y . ) 


Every sd Aaierorsne tee. acne sensor A saev noua: onen-nit, surface, or 
quarry worlcings, shall choose an administrative residence in the district in 
which the mining entermrise is being SOneueree bac ener: inform the Engineer 
of Minos. of that residence. Aart. 5.) a si | 


RIGHTS Or ‘FOREIGNERS 


The mining law of Euneiere: maces no distinction betveen natives an 
for reigners. : | | | 


According to the deed eed aed in iexentare, > amevteat are vermitted - 
to exmloit mineral terrains:in ‘the Grand Duchy woen exactly the same condi- 
tions as subjects of Luxemburs. A foreizgn company is not obliged to incorvor-— 
ate under the lavs of the country but must be inscribed in the Registry of 
Tirms and mist: éStablish a-resvonsible administrative: office in. the commune 
in vhich its mitiing onerations are being carried on. A foreign company is - 
under the same restrictions As. is a native company with nace’ to the employ- 
ment of aliens. ae ; ) 


- he is vache ere nt controls many acres of ore Prerd which have been 
leased for many vears to the steel companies (financed by foreign as well as 
Luxemburg canital) On: &: ‘royalty basis per ton ‘of production... The following 
excerpt is froma mublication? of the pee rec aah of Commerce. 


Jaller, G. P. (quoted in letter fron commercial attacnt B. om Tier to 


Bur. For.’ and Dons fom,” ‘July 16, :1932).°: Doe 
6 Pariss ,’ James’ Zi.‘ toxemburg} “& Brief’ Zoonomic Survey? ‘Trade ints Ball. 559, 


e 


Mey, 1918, tore ee 
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Four steel commanies control: 222,000,000 ton’ of the iron-ore re- 
serves of the Grand Duchy; moreover, these holdings include all of the 
best and poe igteenereee of whe denosits: : 


a ; ae "oe ee | Tons 
‘ Hauts Furneaux et Aciéries de Differdange-St. Ingbert- 
Rumelane (known as Hadir; cavital Belgian, Frenca, 
and Luxemburg) eee eee eens ccs cceceeessseseaseesee 20,000,000 
.» Aciéries Réunies de Burbach-Eich-Dudelange (‘mown as 
Arbed; canital Belgian, French, and Luxemburg) «+2... 80, 000,000 
Societe Métallurgique des Terres Rouges (controlled by | 
+@ebove) . ee ee rer ee ee eee er eee »e 35,000,000 
“ Societe dil quevSectiasi have: Rodange: (eanital. Beieian): 35,000,000 


Arbed controls iron-land concessions of 22,934 acres, of which 3,000 
acres are in Luxemburg, 18,708 in France, 376 in Germany, and 850 acres 
in Belzium; Terres Rouges controls 442 acres in Luxemburg and 4,519 in 
France, and Hadir 4,942 acres: in the same two countries; and the holdings 
of the Société d'OQucrée-Marihaye comprise 1,053 acres. 


The concessions, or leases, of the steel::companies contain vrovisions 
whereby the lessees are to suvply the Government each year with a quantity of 
Thomas—slag fertilizer at a very low’ pETeey which ne Government redistributes 
to the farmers.’ -/ ‘ 


"me United Steel Works of Burbacn-EHich- eae iam: wnich is engaged in 
mining, in smelting, and in manufacturing steel and iron products, issued 


bonds to the amount of $10,000,000, of which 75 ber cent ($7,500,000) was 
taicen by American capital (May, 1926) .* 


: UNTERCGROUND MI NI NG - 
General 


Underground mining operations may be conducted only under a permit issued 
by the Director General. (Art. le ) 


Application for a Permit. 
The apylication for a. mining permit shall include (art. 2): 
eae The family name, wee name, and the address of the owner. 

? Washbourne, frederick L., Aumal Rénort of Luxemburg Mines and Quarries: 
Consular Rept. 24006, puenbUr Sy June et L931, pavers of Mines foreign 
file 3048... - EO ts 

Finance and: aveetment division, ee ae. Foreign and Domestic. Commerce, 


U. S. Department of Commerce. 
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2. The family name,;-given name, and the address of the exploiter. 


3. The miner reals se be enn aeee 
4. hes abstz ade. ts tfolicate, fron tue aad veeaster: of the 
yarcels of land to be exnloited, the buildings thereon, the rater 
courses, water reservoirs, streets, public roads, railroads, and, in 
general, all surface iimrovements within the area to be aes and for 
oe preservation of which protective measures are necessary 


5. <A working xan ‘Cin’ triplicate), which ily be niodi fied a enty with 
the consent of. tae Engineer’ of cman ue 


- 
1 


a “pny change made with resvect to the items enumerated mst ‘be ) reported to 
the fitheer of Mines within 15 davs. (Art. 3.) - = 


eae : - F | Sus} ensioti of Horie 


| “! Sauspension- of dude oud eéaie for’ more than three ‘months mist be re—- 
norted td ‘the Sngineer of Mines, who shall be notified’ B80, 15 days in ad- 
vance, of a resumption of work. ‘(Art. 4.) ° } 


Abamforient of Worle | 


Tre cae eee oe Mines must be notified in case: worlt is ma minentiy aban~ 
doned with respect to either the whole or a part of an undertaling. He shalt 
prescribe whatever measures may be Hops seer to insure ioe public safety. 
(Art. 4.) | 


Sat oty: peesuree 
All areas to be mined shall ve adequately fenced in, icant aiene the 
Mining Engineer authorizes a deviation from this rule. (Art. 14.) 


All onenings and entrances to shafts, self-actinz inclined nlanes, over- 
vasses, and like workings snall ve inclosed oY senecs 2 Buch @ manner as to 
prevent accidents. (Art. 15.) °° es rk: | 

No objects shall ve placed in the melenteenoed of shafts and sees exca— 
vations if danger of their falling inside exists. (Art. 16.) 


All surface dréas éndangered by subsidence on account of tnderground ex- 
cavations shall De Bey ceueT dee by cole pepe: TBnger  6te0s shall be posted. 
(Arte Ve) ae Mie So! Mek ee ee 


“Within a citcumference, of ‘50: meters’: ‘of residential structures ‘and walled 
areas, neither shafts nor galleries may’ be constructed without express 
authorization from the proverty owners. Streets and ~wblic roads may not be_ 
traversed underground -(uridertrined ?) excent ‘with the ‘previous: “authorization 


of the Director General. (Art. 20.) oe 
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All underground excavation work, whether for the »urnose of exploitation, 
access, or transportation, shall be pronerly reinforced, in accordance with 
the tyne ef stone or soil nenetrated, either by nillars, nit refuse, or timber- 
ing, briclwork, concrete, et cetera, in order to nrevent collanse. Timbering 
already set ‘un elsewhere in the mine shall not be removed, and timbering at 
nearby noints shall not be weakened. An exception may be made unon tne 
authorization of the Engineer of Mines, but only when the work is done by an 
esnecially experienced crew under the constant su rervision of a mining expert 
or of some other nerson appointed for the purpose by a responsible chief. 
(Art..2h. ye , | 


A permit must be obtained in. advance from the Director General for the 
sinking of shafts and self-acting inclined planes. Exploitation may be com- 
menced only after the Engineer of Mines haa made the proper tests. The 
Director General will, in eacna Peers prescribe the saf one measures to be 
taken: (Art. 32.) 7 7 


Shafts definitely abandoned are to be renlaced by dumns; those closed 
only temoreaz rily. are to be so closed as: to prevent accidents. (Art. 33.) 


‘only exper ienced men. may ate bapieyed in mining works (Art. 34.) 
SURFACE MINING 


Vhoever desires to operate an onen-cut mine must submit, in dunvlicate, 
an avplicetion, 15 days before beginning work, to the burgomaster of the 
commme in which the mine ie situated. The chief magistrate will acixnowledge 
receint and send one copy ‘of the annlication to the comissaire of the dis- 
trict, who will reassign it to the Engineer of Mines. ‘The second copy will 
be deposited ‘in the archives of the commune. — (Art. 168.) 


the limits of ta land to be Eieires with the Be ee errr ee 
reservoirs, roads, railroads, etc., witnin the boundaries of exploitation. | 
Any change in the declaration shall be communicated to the Engineer of Mines 
within a fortnight. Likewise a suspension, either permanent or temoorary, 
in the work of exploitation or its eventual resumption should be reported to 
nim. (Art. 169.) 


All quarries regularly employing more than three men are to be placed 
under the sumervision of a responsible foreman, who should be agreed to by 


the Ingineer of Mines. His accentability is based upon the same conditions 
as those imposed with respect to underground exploitations. (Art. 170.) 
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| “The: gees, “charges counted in the wroduction costs have seins” ele~ . 
vated during tle past year (1930). The obligatory social charges represent 
an exnense of 2.87.:francs ner ton, of which 62. centimes are carried by the > 
laborers and 2625 francs by the emvlovergs.. The nrice of ore (23.56 francs 
in°1930, agadinst::21:42 francs:'in 1929): is, therefore, influenced by the 
social .charges ‘um to an eighth-of its value... (One franc equals. $0.0278.) 


uetione= oe Miners’ 


. The unbeR of eee iAesware eer: in the ae ates of the 
paunees diminished during 1930.:. In: a total of 5,639 laborers, there were. 
£,635 foreigners -~ that is, 47.6 per cent, against 2,918 foreigners, or. 
49, 8 ver cent, in 1929, 


From the following table,--it- will be seen that the domestic-element re— 
mained rather constant in comparison with the preceding year, and -the de- 
crease in the laboring versonnel is divided almost completely among the 
foreign laborers, those being the first to be discharged in case of. restric- 
tion of nroduction and reduction of personnel. 


1930 1929 
Tuxenbinsers Seeeea Mes see Z od ele - @y 940 
‘Italians wccssecccneccccee§ . .  Agl4@S-: - > . 1,505. 
GOPMONS iss csecccesew eee aye # Fee. e 1Os% oe, B06, 
“PrOnGh éetudscracvevessaes®, ° @ .c@ TG: - lee twee LAO . 
BOLSLONS . sid. his eh eae ago - 6 (155 
Others cocccsrcvccccccesees 458 526 


| “TL OUA LS = ow.ae ewww ei erene oe 0 ee Le oo, » 5,939 a 2: Meg 5, 858: 


¢ Washbourne, Frederic’: L., Worl: cited. 
JO Washbourne, Frederick.L., Work cited. 


781 ran eee 


Google 


